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To Aid Your Bible Study 


The Megiddo Message 
is published for the dissemination of Bible 
truth alone. It will 


e Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
e Answer perplexing religious questions 
e Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
e Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
e Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
e Bring peace and stability to your life 
Subscription rates One year $1.00 
Six months -50 


Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. No 
obligation on your part or theirs. 





Instructive Booklets 


Each booklet is a complete subject of 
itself. They make the Bible understandable 
and interesting to study. 

HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies 20 
1S ee eet eee eee 40 





History 
of the 
Megiddo Mission 


Our LATEST PUBLICATION 


The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. If you cherish the de- 
sire to know more about the Mission you 
may get some of this information through 
the printed page. A comprehensive synopsis 
of our beliefs is contained in the Appendix. 
Price 40 cents postpaid. 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
August 27, 1955 


A Booklet for These Times 
The Coming of Jesus & Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 
Have you read the booklet on this vital 


subject? 


It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
Second Coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies to 
send to your friends. 


One dozen copies 
Single copies .. 








The Kingdom of God 


A booklet by the late Rev. L. T. 
Nichols revealing the Scriptural con- 
cept of the Kingdom of God. 


It was the theme of the Prophets. 


It was the principal Gospel-tidings 
which Jesus proclaimed. 


It was the hope and message of 
every Apostle. 


Is the Kingdom of God your hope? 
Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, price each 
Price per dozen 


20 cents 
$2.00 














A Service for Parents 


In response to the increasing public de- 
mand we have a growing children’s litera- 
ture department. 

Sunday School leaflets—interest-catching, 
attractive, colorful—are available for all, 
from tots to teenagers. Also several books 
are in circulation, which are listed below. 
Some of these offer not only something to 
read about the great characters of Bible 
history but something to do—a delight to 
eager little fingers. 

Parents who have awakened to the tragic 
effects of comic magazines and other non- 
sensical attractions to the juvenile mind 
which radio and television are bringing into 
their homes, are welcoming with amazing 
gratitude these “helps” as a guide to high 
moral ideals. 

Parents, teachers, guardians, yours is a 
great responsibility. Day after day in your 
home you are weaving the moral fabric of 
the rising generation; you are fashioning 
the character of tomorrow’s men and women. 
The tender years of a child’s life are when 
the deepest impressions can be made. Do 
not allow this formative period to slip by 
without instilling high and noble principles 
into your child’s mind. 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands 

to Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 


out and assembled. Size 9 by 12 inches. 
Price 35 


Bible Story Color Book 
Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color. Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price .... -50 


The Story of JOSEPH 
Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to the young and old. Price 15 
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Is the World Growing Better or Worse? 


T WOULD SEEM that, with all we can see, learn and 
I hear, there could be no question to any honest ob- 
server but that the world is rapidly growing worse. 

We are not speaking of the advancement in science or 
medicine, but strictly from the religious and moral stand- 
point. 

The question was asked a group of ministers: “Do you 
consider that the world is growing better, or worse?” The 
answer of the first was: “I consider it is getting better.” 
The next one answered: “I believe the world is growing 
better.” Another said: “Yes, I believe and speak with 
confidence, the world is growing better.” Still another 
answered: “The world is ripe for the Kingdom, and not 
for destruction.” Another replied: “Most certainly I be- 
lieve the world is getting better.” The reply of still an- 
other was: “I believe the world on the whole is getting 
better. While some of the world is getting worse, the 
world in general is growing better.” Thus they all agreed 
that the world is getting better. 

We find their opinion on one side; and now we shall 
turn to God’s Word on the other, and see how the God of 
Heaven talks on the matter. We shall behold the contrast 
between the ideas of man and the thoughts of an AIll- 
wise Being. Seeing we are built upon the foundation of 
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 
cornerstone, we shall first let the Prophets witness as to 
whether or not the world is growing better. 

The Prophet Isaiah (60:2) declares what the condi- 
tion of the world shall be when the glory of the Lord 
shall arise upon it: “Behold, the darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.” 
When the Lord arises in His glory, as this testimony 
tells us, the world will be in a state of gross darkness. Not 
darkness regarding worldly knowledge, but for want of 
knowledge of the Word of God. There shall be an abun- 
dance of scientific knowledge, much worldly wisdom; but 
it is the knowledge of God that is so sorely lacking. For 
the Prophet Isaiah says that it is when the Lord appears 
in His glory, “darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people.” Definitely it is at His second com- 
ing this condition is to exist; for the first coming was not 
to glory, but to rejection, shame and crucifixion. 


Hearken not to the Words of False Prophets 


We read also from the words of the Prophet Jeremiah 
(23:16): “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not 
unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you; 
they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own 
heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.” Therefore 
we may know to a certainty that these men who say the 
world is growing better are speaking the thoughts of 
their own heart, and not the word of the Lord of hosts. 

The Prophet declares further: “They say still unto 
them that despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye shall have 
peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after 
the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come 
upon you.” Yes, they say, “The world is growing better! 
there is not coming a time of trouble. The world is going 
to grow better and better until peace and harmony shall 
overspread the scene. No evil shall come upon you.” 

But let us see what the Prophet Daniel (12:1) says 


about it: “At that time shall Michael stand up, the great 
prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time.” That is what 
the Prophet of the Lord proclaimed. But the false proph- 
ets say, “No evil shall come upon you; this world is not 
ripe for destruction, but it is going to be converted.” 

Let us listen again, in the words of Jer. 23:19, to the 
true teacher, the one who had marked the word of the 
Lord and heard it: “Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is 
gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall 
fall grievously upon the head of the wicked.” When is 
this grievous whirlwind that shall fall upon the head of 
the wicked, coming to pass? Hear the answer: “The 
anger [judgments] of the Lord shall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of 
his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.” 

Not in the days of Jeremiah the Prophet would this 
grievous whirlwind come upon the head of the wicked, 
but down in the latter days. And then the Mighty One 
says of those who prophesy peace and that the world is to 
grow better and better, “I have not sent these prophets, 
yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they proph- 
esied.” The God of Heaven declares: I have not sent those 
who proclaim peace and that the world is growing better 
and better through human instrumentality. 

Further He says in verse 22, “But if they had stood in 
my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, 
then they should have turned them from their evil way, 
and from the evil of their doings.” If, instead of saying 
that the world is getting better and better, these false 
prophets had hearkened to the counsel of the Lord and 
proclaimed the truth to the people that the world is grow- 
ing worse and worse, and that because of their iniquity 
and evil doings the judgments of the Lord shall be visited 
upon them, we could behold a different condition in the 
world. But they will not do it; and the masses had rather 
listen to the false teachers who speak unto them smooth 
things than hearken to the truth of Almighty God. 


They Prophesy Lies 


The Prophet continues in verse 25, “I have heard what 
the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
I have dreamed, I have dreamed.” It is the Mighty God 
who says they are prophesying lies. Then He adds: “How 
long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that proph- 
esy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own 
heart.” These false prophets are lulling the people into a 
deceitful slumber by telling them that the world is get- 
ting better, when the evidence from the Word of God and 
one’s own actual observation prove it is growing worse 
and worse. The testimony given out by the officials of 
our Government is in harmony with what the Bible de- 
clares: that evil men and seducers are waxing worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived (II Tim. 3:13). 

“Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith 
the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Be- 
hold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith 
the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by 
their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, 
nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this 
people at all, saith the Lord.” 
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“What Hath the Lord Spoken?” 


What must we do? The Prophet will tell us, in verse 
35, “Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbor, and 
every one to his brother, What hath the Lord answered? 
and, What hath the Lord spoken?”—what has the Lord 
said about what the condition of the world is going to be 
in the last days? 

We turn to the words of the Prophet Micah, another 
wonderful messenger to proclaim the Word of God, and 
hear what he says in ch. 3:5 is the attitude of the Al- 
mighty toward this false class: “Thus saith the Lord con- 
cerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite 
with their teeth and cry, Peace: and he that putteth not 
into their mouths, they even prepare war against him.” 
It is the false prophets who cry, Peace. What is the mat- 
ter with these false prophets? Verse 11 will tell us: “The 
heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof 
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for 
money: yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not 
the Lord among us? none evil shall come upon us.” 

There is no difficulty in discerning the false prophets. 
The true ones, Isaiah, Jeremiah, any of them, never 
taught for hire nor divined for money. But of the evil 
class, we read further in Mic. 7:3, “That they may do 
evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the 
judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he utter- 
eth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up.” What are 
they doing? They are doing evil with both hands ear- 
nestly. Down in these latter days is the time he is talking 
about. They wrap up the truth. 


“As it was in the Days of Noah” 


We have listened to the testimony of the Prophets, and 
now we shall listen to the voice of Jesus and see how op- 
posite His teachings are also to those of the false proph- 
ets. He says in Matt. 24:37—39, “But as the days of 
Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
For as in the days that were before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them all away; so also 
shall the coming of the Son of man be.” 

I will tell you, said Jesus, that at My coming, when I 
come in the glory of the Father with all the holy angels, 
the world will be in darkness, as it was in the days of 
Noah. Is there not darkness in this world? Words are 
signs of ideas, and Jesus expressed the truth in language 
as clear and plain as could be taught, that the masses are 
going to be in that condition of darkness at His coming, 
as in the days of Noah, in place of being converted. 

Again in Luke 18: 6—8 we read the words of Jesus: 
“And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 
And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell 
you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” 
Oh, faith is almost extinct now! The world has been 
turned away from the truth to fables; and when the Son 
of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth? 


“As it was in the Days of Lot” 


Jesus will tell us more on this very subject, in Luke 
17: 26—30, “And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall 
it be also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given in mar- 
riage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and 
the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as 
it was in the days of Lot: they did eat, they drank, they 


bought, they sold, they planted, they builded : but the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is re- 
vealed.” Yes, it is going to be in the last days just as it 
was in the days of Noah and of Lot, when people of every 
community are given over to pride, worldliness, dis- 
honesty, debauchery; when the land is filled with bloody 
crimes. 

To be forewarned of such a condition is a part of the 
faith once delivered to the saints. After Jesus had as- 
cended to Heaven, He was so anxious to have His people 
know more of what the condition of the world would be 
in the last days that He returned to earth and placed 
Paul in the ministry, and told him to bear this message 
to the Gentiles, as we are told in Acts 26:16, 17. And 
what warning did Paul bear? We have only to read 
II Tim. 3: 1—4, 13, “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come”’—what days, Paul? In the 
last days perilous times shall come. “For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas- 
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, trai- 
tors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God.” 

Millions today are attending shows, baseball games, 
races, and all manner of amusement; using Sunday as 
a day of pleasure-seeking in place of worshiping the true 
and living God, and reading His blessed Word. As the 
result, the days and nights are filled with violence and 
all manner of evil: a fulfillment of this Divine prophecy 
that there shall come in the last days perilous times; “evil 
men and seducers waxing worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived.” Thus we have the wisdom of Almighty 
God proclaimed through the voice of the Prophets, Jesus, 
and the Apostles, written nineteen centuries ago, fore- 
telling the condition this world would be in down in these 
last days. 


Major Offenses at a New High 


That we are in the perilous times of the last days is at- 
tested by a report which the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion issued recently of crime in the United States. It is a 
shameful record. It is like its predecessors, except that 
major offenses reached a new high of 2,267,250 in 1954. 
For the past several years there has been an increase 
each succeeding year. The ultimate breakdown is a major 
crime every 13.9 seconds. This is the story for seven 
years, each new year outdoing the old one. 

The F.B.I. admits that it is a puzzling mystery, occur- 
ring at a time of full employment and great prosperity. 
It cannot be explained by referring to the growth of 
population. Since 1950 the population has increased by 
7 percent, crime by 26.7 percent. It is not a phenomenon 
of the large city. The increase of robberies, burglaries, 
and larcenies in Rochester last year was far above the 
national average. It is not to be laid to the corrupting 
influence of any city, big or medium. The increase in 
rural crime is said to be double that of urban crime in 
1954. The questions arise: “What are the origins of this 
embarrassing record? Is it a symptom of an Age of Vio- 
lence?” Truly, the heart sickens at the horrible record of 
violence, reaching even to helpless children and infants. 

An eminent Rochester judge, formerly district-attorney, 
states that an examination of the background of many 
teenagers brought before the court “led us to the con- 
clusion that the term juvenile delinquency should be 
amended to read parental delinquency, as these young- 





August 27, 1955 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 3 








sters, for the most part, had not received proper parental 
discipline, and that which is most important of all, and 
surely the right of every youngster, parental affection.” 

That the authorities in New York City are awake to 
this situation is evident from a news item which an- 
nounces that four parents and guardians have been sen- 
tenced to five or more months in jail in an admittedly 
drastic move aimed at stemming “the rising tide of juve- 
nile delinquency.” The Court Justice criticized all four 
for living “loose, lewd, immoral and irresponsible lives” 
while “evading your responsibilities.” 


Coming on top of a nation-wide picture of ghastly mis- 
behavior of youths, is the case of a 17-year-old New 
Yorker who helped a 15-year-old girl murder her mother 
because she had reproved their vile conduct. Such inci- 
dents are a striking indication that the moral condition 
is “growing worse with every tick of the clock.” 


And in the face of all this and much more that could be 
mentioned, they say that the world is growing better! 
At least that is what those ministers said in answer to 
the question: “Is the world growing better, or worse?” 

The question with each of us should be: Are we de- 
termined to prove worthy of God’s blessing? are we going 
to be among the number that will be true to the trust the 
Master has left us? shall we come out from a world of 
sin, evil and iniquity, and become a “peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of good works”? There is no salvation upon any other 
terms, no safety anywhere else. The only safety is under 
the banner of Truth, by fearing God and working right- 
eousness, keeping His holy commandments. 

There is no safety unless we come out from the world, 
from Babylon; “for her sins have reached unto heaven, 
and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Jesus, in His 
last message, tells us this plainly and unmistakably. Let 
us hasten therefore, to come out before too late. 





REFLECTIONS 


I" IS a very thoughtful moment for any man when for 

the first time he hears that short word “old” set to his 
name. He feels like giving a desperate tug at the wheels 
of time to stop their course when he finds that they have 
passed the highest ridge in the journey and are going 
down. And yet he can no more stay their descent than he 
can stop the sun in the heavens. Swiftly as a rapid and 
exciting narrative runs on and beguiles us into a for- 
getfulness of time while we listen—every sentence bring- 
ing the end nearer, every word leaving less to repeat— 
so our years glide by. Every fleeting moment brings us 
closer to the line over which we shall pass either into 
everlasting rest in the Kingdom of the Messiah, or into 
everlasting oblivion, shut out from that wonderland of 
love. 

This should force home upon our minds some very im- 
portant questions: Is life itself for me but a dream? 
When all our years are spent, and they seem to us in the 
review of the past but as a watch in the night, shall we 
ourselves be as a tale that is told? Shall we be but shad- 
ows that flit and fade and leave no trace behind? Is this 
awful and inevitable thing which we call death, destined 
to swallow us up? We answer these questions daily by 
our thoughts, our words and our actions. 


A Prophet of old, whose voice rings down through 
three thousand years of the world’s history, answers our 
deepest longing for immortality by giving us the hope 


that one day we may be clothed with the beauty of Him 
who is from everlasting to everlasting (Ps. 21: 1—6). 
Swift and fleeting as are these earthly days, they are de- 
signed to be links in the golden chain binding us to an 
endless and blessed life. They are all given as steps in 
the shining steep let down for us to climb in the ascend- 
ing way to endless happiness, if only we now make the 
proper use of them. 


It is our daily duty to help each other onward in the 
right path, and so create bonds of friendship that shall 
make life blessed now and forever. There is a right and 
safe way for us all to go and it is not hard to find; when 
found, it is not hard to keep if we watch our step and 
look straight forward. 


It does us all good to bear responsibility. God has given 
us a noble work to do and helps us to do it well, but we 
must try to help one another. We can hardly realize how 
much we promise when we say we will serve God with 
all our mind, might and strength. But this is such a high 
and noble work that we cannot commit ourselves to it too 
strongly. 

The strength with which we begin a hard task may 
not be enough to carry it through, but we grow strong 
by effort. The more earnest and determined we become in 
a good work, the better able we are to do it well. If it 
be true that the young beginner does not know how much 
he undertakes in the attempt to live a Christian life, it 
is just as true that he does not know how strong he will 
become by using his strength, or how much help God will 
give him when he is doing his best to help himself. 

This blessed light we have to guide us through this 
dark, misty vale shows us exactly where to set our feet 
step by step. To get through the hardest journey we need 
take only one step at a time, but we must keep on step- 
ping. The child’s first attempt at walking is very sure to 
be a failure. It is by falling that he learns to stand, and 
by stumbling he learns to go. The astronomer, who 
weighs worlds in balances and estimates the attracting 
power of planets that he has never seen, began his cal- 
culating with counting baby blocks. The young pupil in 
school must accept all instruction on trust. Only as 
he progresses toward maturity is he able to comprehend 
the full value and significance of his early education. And 
it is surely as much the dictate of reason as of faith that 
we should put ourselves under the guidance of a Di- 
vine Teacher and follow on step by step where He leads 
the way. If we so do, the clouds will be lifted from the 
heights as we climb, the purpose of our lessons will be- 
come dazzlingly clear, and we shall come at last to per- 
fect Day. 

To those who walk with Jesus there is something to 
sing about all the way to the Heavenly Zion. The feeling 
that we are working for Him makes the hardest duty a 
service of song. There is no happiness on earth to be 
compared with that which comes from the conviction 
that we have done our duty. We have done that which 
God commands and approves. There is nothing which 
makes us feel so much like singing and shouting for joy 
as anything that we have done, given, or suffered for the 
love of doing right. This is what constitutes our reli- 
gion—the joy of doing right, being right, always and in 
all things, toward God and toward man. 

Whatever is good is beautiful. Truth has the sweetest 
voice to all whose ears are trained to love its divine 
harmony. The voice of duty is ever an invitation to hap- 
piness. If we follow its guidance, we will attain the per- 
fection of beauty, that joy unspeakable, the far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
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GIDEON — Sifting Men for Service 


about as bad in every way as they could be. This 

time it was the Midianites who overran the land, 
and held the leaderless people in almost abject slavery. 
With them were joined two other nations, the Amalekites 
and the Children of the East. When the crops were al- 
most ready to harvest, these raiders swooped down in 
great numbers and destroyed all the crops and drove 
away all the stock. 

Then, as usual, when they were in trouble the people 
remembered God and cried for help; whereupon He 
planned another great deliverance. 

First of all Gideon, the leader, was chosen out and put 
through a bit of schooling. Then this trained young leader 
gathered his band of helpers. And we want to mark 
keenly how these three hundred men were sifted out of 
the thousands for service. They were sifted out. They 
sifted themselves out. In that army of thousands were 
just three hundred who had the needed qualifications for 
the bit of service God wanted done. 

Look over the gathered thousands: which are the 
chosen three hundred? No man knew. They didn’t know 
themselves until the tests came. They chose themselves 
out by the way they stood the three tests applied. Even so 
is God ever sifting out men for service. The more difficult 
the service (the higher the grade of leadership needed), 
the severer the test. The testing both reveals the qualities 
and in part makes them. 

The first quality these men had was willingness. They 
were all volunteers. When the call came they rallied to 
the leader’s side. Gideon sent runners, criers, out through- 
out that whole section. They went first to his own family 
clan, then to his tribe, then to three neighboring tribes. 
They said that God had called upon Gideon to lead a 
movement against the Midianites and their allies and he 
wanted every man to come and help. 

A good many did not respond to the summons. Some 
were simply indifferent. They could not help hearing the 
call, but there was no response without or within, no 
change of expression in the eye or face. They went right 
on in their heavy, dull way as though they had not heard. 
They were utterly indifferent to the call. 

Some criticized. Who was Gideon? He had no skill or 
experience. And the people had no weapons. The enemy 
had stolen everything of that sort away. And they were 
clearly outnumbered. And...and...and... There they 
were talking, criticizing, and not responding to the call. 
Such critics seldom respond. Helpers criticize in a very 
different way. It takes less brain to criticize unwisely, 
captiously, far less than to help. Almost any harebrain 
can tear things to pieces. And nothing is more common 
than just such criticism. 

Some ridiculed: “Gideon going to be a national leader; 
ha! ha! ha! And whip the enemy! Ridiculous! Absurd!” 
The whole thing was wrong, for it was impossible. And 
these men tried to keep others from going. 


A Willing People 


But many came. A crowd of volunteers came hurrying 
from farms and caves, bringing such weapons probably 
as they had been able to keep in hiding. They were will- 
ing to respond. It was a motley crowd, no doubt. There 
were thirty-two thousand of them. 


[abot were in bad shape in the nation of Israel, 


These men had the first great qualification for service: 
They were willing; they were actively willing; they willed 
to come down to the front and help fight the enemy, and 
deliver their nation. 

It is a great quality to be willing. God reckons our 
service not by our ability alone but by our willingness. 
Whatever is given out of a true, willing heart is eagerly 
accepted by Him. Willingness is a heart quality. It is the 
heart volunteering. 

This was the first test. Thirty-two thousand out of four 
tribes stood this test. Gideon’s army had one great quali- 
fication at the start. 


Courageous Volunteers 


Now these men are put to a second test. The next 
morning God surprised Gideon by telling him that he 
had too many men. If the victory were given them with 
so many men they would feel that they had done the thing 
themselves. They would grow so large as to shut God 
out of their landscape. Each man would feel that he was 
the essential factor. They would go back to the home folks 
to tell of themselves. God seems to know us mortals. 

Now He would lessen their numbers, but in doing it 
He will pick out the best. The men are encamped on the 
hillsides overlooking a valley. Across the valley to the 
north lay the encamped armies of three nations. They 
were a vast host. They were spread out as thick as the 
grasshoppers of Egypt had been years before; swarming 
everywhere. 

Gideon spoke to his men. He said, “Fellow Israelites, 
there is the enemy. Take a good look at them.” And his 
followers looked, and as they looked some of them began 
to get scared. They had not realized just what was in- 
volved. Their footwear seemed to grow too large. They 
were shaking in their boots. 


Then Gideon said, “Now, every man of you that thinks 
it can’t be done—I wish you would go back home.” And 
he watched. They commenced to move away in squads, in 
scores, in fifties. Great gaps were left in the mob of men. 
Here is a fellow standing, looking. He thinks, “It looks 
pretty bad, sure enough; but then, I suppose, if God is 
planning . . .” But—the fellow by his side has gone, and 
on this other side, too. “I guess I’d better go, too.” And 
off he goes. Fear is very contagious. There is great power 
in feeling a man by your side. And two-thirds of them 
disappear over the hills. 

The motto of these disappearing men was this: “It 
can’t be done.” 


And, true enough, it couldn’t be done with them; but 
it could be done without them. And it was done. 

There remained ten thousand. These men by their stay- 
ing said, “It ought to be done. What ought to be done can 
be done. What can be done we can do. What we can do we 
will do.” 

Here is another man standing, looking at the vast 
host across the valley. He is thinking that it is a desper- 
ate case, but he thinks of God’s call through Gideon. Just 
then he notices that his neighbor on the left has taken 
to his heels, and on his right also. That shakes him for a 
moment. His heels say, “You go, too.” His heart said, 


“No, stay.” He obeyed his heart. He said, “I’ll stay if I 
stay alone.” 
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That was the stamina in these remaining ten thousand. 
They stood a double test in remaining, the desperate 
situation seen in the presence of such an enormous army, 
and the desertion of their fellows. They had courage; not 
only willingness but courage. Courage is a heart quality. 
Courage is the heart fighting. It faces fearful odds and 
keeps right straight ahead regardless. 

Such a man can’t be whipped. He doesn’t know when 
he is whipped. And the man who doesn’t know when he 
is whipped, never is whipped. No man can be whipped 
without his own consent. Courage, is a heart quality. 
These ten thousand were not chicken-hearted, nor down- 
hearted. They were lion-hearted, stout-hearted. They had 
hearts of oak. 

It was a keen stroke of generalship on Gideon’s part 
that sent the timid, discouraged ones back home. Nothing 
is more demoralizing than the presence of such people. 
And there was no discipline much finer for those who re- 
mained than to feel their fellows leaving them. It is hard 
to be left by those who have been in touch. It is hard to 
stand alone. 

There is no harder test of character than that. And, 
too, there is no finer thing to make character. Think how 
the fiber of those ten thousand toughened and strength- 
ened as they stood there, with men on every side hurry- 
ing away. This was the second test. But the men who can 
stand testing are growing fewer. Thirty-two thousand 
men were willing. Only a third of them are both willing 
and courageous. These men are more than volunteers. 
They have seen the foe. Their fiber has stood the test, 
and toughened in the test. They are courageous volun- 
teers. 


Hot Hearts 


But there is a third test. God speaks to Gideon and 
says, “You have too many men yet, Gideon.” Too many? 
Yes, this is to be a quality fight. No common fighting 
here. God works best with the men who come nearest to 
having His own thought about things. Numbers do not 
count. You can’t count men for service. You must weigh 
them, and feel the firmness of their fiber. 


There is a little running brook down the valley. Gideon 
gives an order to his men to advance a bit. And he 
watches them. Most of them as they come to the water 
stretch out leisurely on the ground and putting their 
mouth to the water take a good long drink, and another, 
and again. They seem to say by their action, “Well, 
there’s some hard work ahead, but we must take care of 
ourselves. We must not get unduly stirred up over the 
thing. We’re not fighting yet.” 


But one man comes along with a quick, nervous step, 
and his eye still on the enemy. He is all on tenterhooks. 
His eye flashes fire. He reaches down with a quick move- 
ment and gathers up some water in his hand, up to his 
mouth, and hurries on. Then a second comes, and a third, 
and more. Gideon is watching. As each of these comes 
along he calls him off to one side. When the whole num- 
ber of men have passed the brook there are just three 
hundred of the hot-hearted, intense-spirited ones. 

God said, “Gideon, keep these men; send the others 
back.” These thousands sent back were sturdy men. They 
would make good fighters in many a campaign, but they 
would not do for this higher kind of campaigning planned 
for that day. The little band remaining had stood a third 
test: they were willing, and courageous, and enthusiastic. 

The proportions are worth noticing here. Thirty-two 
thousand were volunteers. A third of that number are 
courageous volunteers. About a thirty-third of these, less 


than a hundredth of the original, are hot-hearted, coura- 
geous volunteers. 

This is Gideon’s Band—three hundred young men who 
were willing, and courageous, and hot-hearted, all heart 
qualities. They stood every test. They had faced a foe that 
humanly they had no chance to overcome and because of 
God’s call they were not only willing and stout-hearted, 
but intense in their desire to get at the fighting. 


They surrounded the Midianite camp by night; 
They shattered their pitchers and out shone the light; 
They blew their trumpets with a triumphant shout, 
A ery that was destined their foe to rout: 

“The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon,” 

And far afield fled the hosts of Midian. 


The nation knew a great victory over its enemies, and 
a time of prosperity for years after. 


God is still sifting men for service. He will gladly use 
every man who is willing to be used. When a man stands 
the first test well, there comes a second. That, stood well, 
means others. These are our promotion tests. He lets 
those who stand all testings into the thickest of the fight 
and up to the highest heights of victory. 


Lord, let me stand through the thick of the fight, 
Let me be true as the steel of a blade; 

Grant me the courage to do what is right, 
Help me to stand every test unafraid. 





LOOK WELL TO YOUR LUGGAGE, 
O TRAVELER 


Are we, as travelers on the highroad to lands celestial, 
keeping pace with the onward march of time? Yesterday 
we determined to run the race; tomorrow it will be over. 
What are we doing about it today? Methinks we all could 
look well to our luggage. Let us lay aside some of these 
gripsacks of sin; then we shall puff less and be able to 
move considerably faster. 

In the King James Version we are advised to lay aside 
the weights. One of the modern translations suggests ac- 
tion more vigorous. “Surrounded as we are by such a 
vast cloud of witnesses, let us fling aside every encum- 
brance and the sin that so readily entangles our feet” 
(Heb. 12:1, Weymouth). That is rather surprisingly 
more violent than we are used to dealing with our per- 
sonal besetments, is it not? Such spiritual energy puts 
our own lethargy to shame! Whenever did we fling aside 
an encumbrance of sin? or “drive by violence” (as fling 
is defined) an evil from our nature? Such expression im- 
presses us that the zealous Apostle was disgusted with 
any impediment to his progress toward the eternal prize 
upon which he fixed his gaze. So he was, and so must we 
be also. 

We travel along, expecting the weights to drop of their 
own accord, but they never will. Weights which we have 
carried so long are not easily laid aside. It is like any 
painful process: if we are going to do it, let us muster all 
our strength, courage and determination and do the job 
quickly. If we were about to dismember a gangrenous 
finger, who would want to try cutting it off a bit at a 
time? So with that gangrenous thumb of doubt, or that 
encumbrance of stubbornness or whatever it may be 


which so readily entangles our feet, let us try flinging 
it away. 
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RULES 
For a Transformed Life 


Human nature is weak and needs stimulating: 
It requires reading, daily reading of the Word; 


careful meditation; 

prayerful self-criticism ; 

humble confession of faults; 

chaste conversation coupled with fear; 
godly example in everyday life; 
heartfelt, sincere exhortations; 
rebuking in love; 

watchfulness for each other’s welfare; 
fervent desire to do right; 

deep sense of self-respect; 

an abhorrence of evil; 

purity of motives; 

kindness of words and purpose; 
unbiased judgment; 

love unfeigned ; 

courtesy to all; 

stability of character ; 

uprightness in dealings; 

fervency of spirit; 

diligency in business; 

reverence for superiors; 

truthfulness in telling; 

holiness in conversation; 

cleanliness of person; 

loving the right, hating the wrong; 
true godly sorrow when we have done wrong; 
aiding the needy; 

chastening the guilty; 

upholding the righteous; 

crucifying all flesh that tempts to do wrong. 


We should rejoice with the lowly; 


weep with the truly penitent; 

give the water of life to the thirsty, 
and bread to the hungry; 

ever be merciful; 

dare always to do right; 

be thankful for favors; 

never find unnecessary fault; 

live unto God, and not unto men; 

never be weary, but walk in the light; 


do unto others as we would have them do to us; 


be easily entreated; 
throw all stubbornness away; 
have no relish for error. 


—Rev. L. T. Nichols. 





Jesus lead me up the mountain, 
Where the whitest robes are seen, 

Where the saints can see the fountain 
Where the pure are keeping clean. 


Higher up, where light increases, 
Rich above all earthly goods, 

Where the life of sinning ceases, 
Where the Spirit comes in floods. 


Lead me higher, nothing dreading, 
In the race to never stop; 
In Thy footsteps keep me treading, 
Give me grace to reach the top. —Sel. 


HELP WANTED 


When God wants a man to do an important work for 
Him, He does not call the idle, but those who are already 
busily engaged in useful service. 

Amos was busy with his herds when God called him. 

Elisha was plowing in the field. 

Joseph was on a mission for his father. 

Moses was keeping the flocks in the desert. 

Saul was hunting his father’s lost asses. 

David was tending his father’s flocks. 

Daniel was serving the king. 

Peter and James and John were fishing. 

Matthew was collecting the taxes. 

Saul of Tarsus was zealously stamping out what he 
thought was heresy. 

So it has always been. Those who are performing well 
the lowly tasks of life are those whom God calls to His 
greater tasks. They have been tried and have not been 
found wanting. 

This truth should bring new courage and inspiration to 
those who of necessity are engaged in humble tasks. It 
is not the big task that counts in God’s plan for us, but 
the doing of our task well, whatever it be, whether great 
or small. The doing well of the lowly task fits one for 
the accomplishment of the greater. “Thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make.thee ruler over 
many things.” 





THE ONE NEXT TO YOU— 


May be the one who is waiting for a crumb, a word of 
life, a spark of light in the darkness! 

Who of us has not rung out with heart and voice that 
old song: 


“So, you help the one next to you, 

And I’ll help the one next to me; 

In all kinds of weather, we’ll all work together, 
And see what can be done; 

If you’ll bring the one next to you, 

And I bring the one next to me; 

And then by and by Truth will rule all, 

So win them, win them one by one.” 


Long before came the command to “cast thy bread 
upon the waters.” We have the bread! Will you help cast 
it? Send for Leaflets for free distribution: 


“Divine Radar.” 


It detects our spiritual longitude and latitude, tells us 
where we are going and will chart our course. 


Price ar ..50 cents per 100 





The antidote for crime should be administered in child- 
hood, by the parents. The problem is not fundamentally 
that of the improper child so much as it is that of the 
improper home. 


We must do what we can to reduce, not increase, ten- 
sions. We must do what we can to present only the facts 
as we know them, not as we imagine them to be. We must 
learn to live with crises in an age which calls for cool 
heads and accurate appraisals. 








August 27, 1955 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 7 








Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THz Mrcippo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


I have read in The Megiddo Message that we must be perfect 
in order to be saved. Of course, Jesus said, “Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5: 
48); but how can frail, mortal man be as perfect as God? 


As our Father in Heaven, God Almighty, is perfect, so 
we must be perfect as sons of God. We never shall reach 
the state comparable to that of the Father, but we can 
form a perfect character. Jesus became perfect because 
He obeyed every commandment (Heb. 5:8, 9). As soon 
as He learned the law He never broke it; as soon as He 
knew a certain thing had to be done He did it, and kept 
up that obedience throughout His entire life. In this re- 
spect Jesus is far above us, for after we learn the law 
we continue breaking it, and only by diligent practice do 
we cease to do wrong and develop the right habit. 

The perfect person is one who keeps every command- 
ment and is in such a surrendered state of mind that he is 
ready to do whatever else God may require of him. It is 
a high calling, a noble work and—challenging. Try it. 


The Revised Standard Vers’on of the Bible has been in circula- 
tion for about three years and some people still condemn it as the 
work of the devil. What do you say? 


No translation of the Holy Scriptures is perfect today. 
The committee responsible for the R.S.V. did not produce 
a new translation, but, rather, as was their intention, 
gave us a Bible in modern speech while retaining the 
simplicity of the King James Version. Many changes are 
for the better, some are not, but the K.J.V. is also far 
from perfect as a translation. While the R.S.V. is being 
much criticized today, it is to be remembered that history 
records that the K.J.V. was also under severe criticism 
when first it was released in 1611. 

We ccntinue to use the K.J.V. but we also use the 
R.S.V. and find many passages are clarified. (We find 
much help also by the use of other late translations such 
as Moffatt, American, Weymouth, Phillips.) Compare and 
note particularly the clarity in the R.S.V. in passages such 
as Phil. 4:6; Rom. 7:15; Eph. 4: 22, 23; Matt. 6: 34. 

The following quotation is a portion from the preface 
in the R.S.V. It speaks for itself. “A major reason for 
revision of the King James Version, . . . is the change 
since 1611 in English usage. Many forms of expression 
have become archaic, . . . Other words are obsolete and 
no longer understood by the common reader. The great- 
est problem, however, is presented by English words 
which are still in constant use but now convey a different 
meaning from that which they had in 1611 and in the 
King James Version. These words were once, accurate 
translations of the Hebrew and Greek Scriptfres; but 
now, having changed in meaning, they have become mis- 
leading. They no longer say what the King James trans- 
lators meant them to say.” 

The King James Version uses the word “let” in the 
sense of “hinder,” “prevent” to mean “precede,” “allow” 
in the sense of “approve,” “communicate” for “share,” 
“conversation” for “conduct,” “ghost” for “spirit,” 





CURRENT 


“wealth” for “well-being,” “allege” for “prove,” ‘“de- 
mand” for “ask,” “take no thought” for “be not anxious.” 

The Revised Standard Version as well as the King 
James Version can give us much spiritual benefit if only 
we read it—and practice it. 


Do you have dances, bowling, bingo, or card parties in your 
church for the purpose of raising funds? Do you think these things 
are right in a Christian’s life, in church or at home? 

No! These things have never been practiced in the 
Megiddo Mission Church. If Jesus were here today He 
would do as He did with the money changers in the 
Temple, and say: “It is written, My house is the house 
of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves” (Luke 
19:46). By the introduction of these worldly practices 
into the church, the world has converted the church to its 
ways. The commandment for the church as well as for 
individuals is: “be not conformed to this world” (Rom. 
12: 1), nor have any fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness. 

We are commanded to redeem the time, to make the 
very most of it. Time spent in any of the above mentioned 
entertainments is worse than wasted. One cannot witness 
for Jesus in that manner. 


When relating the signs which should precede His Second Com- 
ing Jesus said: “This generation shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled.” What generation is He speaking of? 

It is the “generation” of believers that is living when 
He comes; the “chosen generation” of whom the Apostle 
speaks in I Pet. 2:9, those who hear the word and obey 
it. It could not have been the one in His day, for He 
knew, as He taught, that He was going away, to be gone 
for a long time, to receive for Himself a Kingdom and to 
return (Matt. 25: 14—30). He did not teach that He was 
coming back in glory in that day, and the Apostles under- 
stood this, as is evidenced from Paul’s message to his 
brethren (II Thess. 2:3). 

Jesus enumerated various signs which should be evi- 
dence of the nearness of His coming. “The distress of na- 
tions” and “men’s hearts failing them for fear” (Luke 
21:25, 26), are some of the signs and the generation 
which shall live to see this is the one of which He spoke. 
The condition of the world today has never been paral- 
leled. Such fears have never gripped the hearts of men 
who think. The world is ripe for a change—the Lord’s 
intervention—and this “generation” may well witness it. 


What is the first step a man must take in order to be saved? 

The first step toward salvation is knowledge. Of course, 
a man must have a desire for salvation before he will 
even begin to learn what he must do, but when in sin- 
cerity he begins searching to know God’s will, he has 
begun to take the first step. This knowledge is available 
in the Word of God alone. By a careful and earnest study 
each principle of truth can be understood and each com- 
mandment made clear. The Apostle Peter stated that all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, come through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue (II Peter 1:3). 

We might add that the next step is obedience, and 
finally, when we have done all on our part, Christ at His 
coming will grant us salvation. This is the third and 
grand step to eternal salvation. 
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arlons 


On the loor 


"For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, .. . but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according 
to the power of God” (II Timothy 1:7, 8). 


The Christian must be bold for Truth, of all men 
the best braced, and the most confident of the success of 
his undertaking. He is following the greatest of leaders, 
Christ Jesus, the Son of God. This great Leader testified 
that He had “overcome the world,” that though He once 
was dead, He now is “alive for evermore.” He it is who 
is destined ultimately to become King of the whole earth, 
the kingdoms of this world are to become His Kingdom, 
and He shall reign for ever and ever (Rev. 11:15). He 
it was who went the whole way in the battle against Him- 
self and could triumphantly say: “I have finished the 
work thou gavest me to do” (John 17: 4). 

And God has not given us the spirit of fear. With such 
a fearless, peerless Leader as our Captain, we know we 
can succeed. Our enemy, fleshly impulses, may return to 
face us again and again, but we need never yield. Ten 
of the twelve spies that Moses sent to spy out the land of 
Canaan came back with an evil report. They saw “giants” 
in the land. They were dominated with the spirit of fear. 
Let us beware lest the evils that beset us seem like giants 
and we give way to a spirit of fear. 

God gives us the spirit of power, all-embracing power. 
He gives us the power to overreach ourselves, to do the 
things that of ourselves we never could do. “The gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,” and gives strength. One of the first demands 
upon Ezekiel after his appointment to fill the place in 
God’s order of things was: “Stand upon thy feet.” One 
can never grow strong if perpetually sitting down. Physi- 
cal strength belongs to him who develops all the power 
potentials in his physical body; and moral power belongs 
to the man who makes full use of his powers for good, 
for self-conquest. 

To the irresolute youth, God says: “My son, if sinners 
entice thee, consent thou not” (Prov. 1:10). The time- 
honored axiom: “Have courage, my boy, to say no,” is 
still good advice, and if applied by a major segment of 
modern youth would go far toward solving the problem 
of juvenile delinquency. 

To the men perpetually afraid to take a stand for truth 
and righteousness, the law of God says: “Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10). It 
was the great Apostle Paul who said, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me,” and the record 
of his career in the gospel demonstrates it. 

The next element introduced is love. God has given us 
the spirit of love. There is no stronger term than love. 
Love moves people. A person who loves another will do 
for that person difficult things that he could not be in- 
duced to do for mercenary considerations. There is power 
in love. “The love of Christ constraineth us” (II Cor. 5: 
14). The love of God also has power to move us. The 
Apostle John defines the love of God as the keeping of 
His commandments (I John 5:3). In the familiar school- 


book rime of the three children who said they loved their 
mother, only “little Fan” demonstrated her love by her 
actions. 

God has given us a sound mind. This term also is sub- 
ject to qualification. Sound-mindedness in God’s sight is 
not only the ability to remember and apply knowledge, 
but to reason correctly and be governed by Divine evi- 
dence. By such conviction, the sound-minded person will 
surrender the present and visible for an invisible future. 
He has the faith to take a step in the dark. He is im- 
pelled to release his hold en the things that are seen in 
the interest of things that are not seen, the eternal veri- 
ties that can be seen only by the eye of faith. Christ is the 
Perfect Example of a man with a sound mind, and it was 
for the joy set before Him that He endured the cross in 
the hope of His Father’s promise. 

Next we are admonished not to be ashamed of the testi- 
mony of our Lord. This warning is timely and applicable 
to many situations in the Christian life. Disloyalty to the 
cause of Christ in one way or other is a weakness with 
many people. We are held by invisible forces to con- 
formity. We are reluctant to be different. Paul made 
special mention of this in His Epistle to the Church at 
Rome: “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God” (Rom. 12: 2). 

Merchandisers make much of this human tendency to 
bow to conformity. It would be hard to estimate the num- 
ber of new motor cars that are sold each year due solely 
to change in body styling. But perhaps the industry pro- 
ducing women’s apparel capitalizes most on this weak- 
ness, to the end that the prevailing styles are followed 
explicitly though often they fall completely outside the 
realm of reason or practicality, and certainly do not 
meet the divine demand of “modest apparel” (I Tim. 2:9). 

In Mark 8:38 Jesus spoke of the dire consequences of 
being ashamed of Him during His absence: ‘Whosoever 
therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The final element in our text has to do with “affliction.” 
We are to be partakers of the afflictions of the gospel. The 
Apostle Paul could rightfully speak of the afflictions that 
he endured from the hand of the enemies of the gospel 
he was disseminating. With him these afflictions took the 
form of stripes, imprisonments, shipwreck; perils in the 
city, in the wilderness, in the sea; perils among false 
brethren; hunger, thirst, cold and nakedness. Today our 
afflictions are of a different nature and mostly of our own 
making. Human perversity and rebellion against divine 
law cause most of our troubles. 


One type of affliction that anyone who dares to be dif- 
ferent encounters, is evil speeches by the world and some- 
times by one’s close friends and associates. But such a 
situation is no cause for concern, but rather rejoicing. 
Jesus said: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 5:11). Our chief concern 
must be that the evil report brought against us is false. 

No active member of God’s true Church can escape 
affliction, the necessary daily conflict between our bad 
and our best. The nature that we possess by inheritance 
must be afflicted, member by member, until the old man 
is dead; but according to the power of God we are en- 
abled to suffer that death and by that same power be 
made alive to share the blessings of the Eternal Ages. 















































IN as a caterpillar is dangerous, but sin as a butterfly 

is a thousand times worse. If sin in its ugliest form 
is dangerous, who can know its unmeasured power and 
influence when it puts on robes of beauty! 


It is said that the finest Mosaic picture contains as 
many as 870 separate pieces to the square inch of sur- 
face, but upon the same space of a butterfly’s wings has 
been counted no less than 150,000 separate glittering 
scales, each scale carrying in it a gorgeous color, beauti- 
ful and distinct. On every wing there is a picture as 
varied as the rainbow. Every wing is iridescent with 
different lights that shift and change. No other creature 
of earth, air or plant life exhibits such gorgeous colors 
and markings as does the butterfly. The poet calls it a 
flying and flashing gem, a flower of paradise, gifted with 
a magic power of flight. 


In contrast, we think of the caterpillar as a low, in- 
significant and repulsive crawler. We see no beauty in 
this useless and destructive worm, yet the butterfly is 
only a caterpillar beautified with wings. It is just a 
painted worm decked in a velvet suit and adorned with 
sparkling gems. Egg, caterpillar and butterfly, the three 
forms of this creature’s existence, are one and of the 
same nature. 


Naturally when something attracts our attention and 
admiration, we have a desire for it. Thus we stand in 
constant danger of being deceived by sin as the butterfly. 


The detestable worm of pride can so transform itself 
into a flying, flashing gem that one is not aware of its 
destructiveness. It is an ever-present part of human na- 
ture. O pride! how wantonly does it deceive mankind 
under different disguises. Sometimes it wears the face 
of piety, sometimes of generosity. It has even the assur- 
ance to put on robes of religion and ornaments that be- 
long only to heroic virtue. It is a deceitful sweetness, a 
dangerous honor. The whole world cannot hold a proud 
man up, for God shall abase him; nor can all the world 
keep a humble man down, for God shall exalt him. We 
have nothing of which to be proud, but much to induce 
humility. 


When trying to make a good impression on man, we 
forget the horrid impression we are making on God. 
Man may see only the glittering wings of the butterfly, 
but God sees the loathsome caterpillar. The light and 
frivolous tendency of man known as foolishness beautifies 
its appearance with wings of velvety softness and eye- 
catching color; even that called wit and humor, which is 
readily admired by mankind. They perceive not the de- 
structive caterpillar. If we condone the frivolity and 
foolishness going on round about us and give the nod of 
approval to the shiftless and beggarly elements of the 
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as a Caterpillar and a Butterfly 


—_ we are disdainfully ignorant of the deceitfulness 
of sin. 

There are many evils which appear to us as a cater- 
pillar, such as immorality, murdering and thieving. We 
do not desire the company of the angry, jealous, selfish 
or indecent person; yet even these evils have the power 
to deck themselves in robes that resemble those of truth. 
Unlawful pleasures often appear gorgeous and irides- 
cent with different lights that shift and change as do the 
butterfly’s wings. There is nothing more attractive nor 
yet more deadly than self-gratification. 


When a craving for anything forbidden predominates 
the mind, our future is in the hands of our worst enemy. 
It is the nature of the caterpillar to crawl, and instinct 
teaches it to climb upward in search of sustenance. So 
the natural man crawls without effort. He desires just 
enough religion to lift him above the lowest element, but 
not enough to keep him from returning to the dust. He 
looks simply on the things which are seen. He who lives to 
eat and drink and pamper himself with whatsoever his 
soul desires, flitting about like a butterfly, no doubt thinks 
he is enjoying life to the full; but the day soon comes 
when these no longer satisfy. Life is fading. The worm 
of corruption is apparent. It has truly been said, “There 
is more bitterness in sin’s ending than ever was sweet- 
ness following its actions.” Though you may see nothing 
but good in its commission, it is certain that you will 
suffer only woe in its conclusion. “Sin may open bright 
as the morning, but it will end dark as night.” The butter- 


fly cannot endure, nor can sin’s pleasures outlast life’s 
brief day. 


Our sorest temptations are met with individually, and 
it is only as we fix ourselves a definite aim, a lofty goal, 
even that of aspiring to live before God and the angels, 
and not before butterflies and caterpillars, shall we suc- 
cessfully resist the deceitful promptings of sin. 


Whenever a temptation takes on the appearance of a 
beautiful butterfly, think of it as a destructive cater- 
pillar. Remember, it is just a painted worm decked in a 
velvet suit and adorned with sparkling gems, but whose 
end is bitter as wormwood. Would you choose that in pref- 
erence to the glorious Kingdom of God with its sparkling 
fountains and streets of gold, vivacity and vigor that will 
increase through the ages until ten thousand million 
years have flitted by, each growing happier and more 
glorious? And then to think, our joy shall have just begun! 
Does it seem possible we could desire the short, fleeting 
life of a butterfly, only to rest in the dust? 


Let us pray God that He may grant us a vehement de- 
sire for better things, that we may resist the deceitful 
promptings of sin, whether caterpillar or butterfly. 














R THY WILL BE DONE 


kK 

= We see not, know not; all our way 
EQ Is night; with Thee alone is day. 

ES From out the torrent’s troubled drift, { 
EY Above the storm our prayers we lift; | 
Ki Thy will be done! 

A 

Et The flesh may fail, the heart may faint, | 
Ed But who are we to make complaint | 
Ee Or dare to plead, in times like these, 

5 The weakness of our love of ease? ( 
st Thy will be done! ( 
KK ; 

5 We take, with solemn thankfulness, 
e Our burden up, nor ask it less, 

Re And count it joy that even we 
Ee May suffer, serve, or wait for Thee, } 
es Whose will be done! | 
ER 

ES Though dim as yet in tint and line, ( 
1 We trace Thy picture’s wise design, 
? And thank Thee that our age supplies : 
= Its dark relief of sacrifice. 

| : Thy will be done! ¢ 
| And if, in our unworthiness, 
E Thy sacrificial wine we press; ! 
Ea If from Thy ordeal’s heated bars ‘ 
ES Our feet are seamed with crimson scars, 
Ki Thy will be done! } 
Fi If, for the age to come, this hour 
5) Of trial hath vicarious power, ; 
Ea And, blest by Thee, our present pain ¢ 
Es Be liberty’s eternal gain, : 
5 Thy will be done! ( 
: Strike, Thou the Master, we Thy keys, | 
The anthem of the destinies! | 
5 The minor of Thy loftier strain, , 
Et Our hearts shall breathe the old refrain, , 
E Thy will be done! . 
5 —Sel. 
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